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CONFIDENTIAL BUENOS AIRES 1288 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SHUM, SREF, PORG, AR 

SUBJECT: ARGENTINA REQUEST FOR US SUPPORT IN UN COMMISSION ON 
HUMAN RIGHTS 

REF: BUENOS AIRES 0923 

1 . FOREIGN MINISTRY ASKED EMBASSY FEB 16 TO TRANSMIT 
REQUEST THAT US DELEGATION TO GENEVA MEETING AT LEAST 
ABSTAIN, IF INDEED IT COULD NOT VOTE AGAINST, ANY 
RESOLUTION THAT MAY, AS A RESULT OF DISCUSSIONS IN 
GENEVA, CONDEMN ARGENTINA ON ISSUE OF VIOLATION OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS. MINISTRY OFFICIAL EXPRESSED BELIEF THAT 
IF US DELEGATION ABSTAINED OR VOTED AGAINST, OTHER 
WESTERN DELEGATIONS WOULD FOLLOW US LEAD. 

2. EMBASSY AGREED TO TRANSMIT REQUEST BUT NOTED THAT 

US POSITION VIS-A-VIS ANY SUCH RESOLUTION WOULD DOUBTLESS 
DEPEND ON ITS SUBSTANCE AND WORDING AND UPON SITUATION 
IN ARGENTINA AT TIME IT PRESENTED. WITHIN THAT CONTEXT, 

EMBOFF NOTED IT WAS NOT HELPFUL THAT AT LEAST TWO OF 
THOSE ON LIST (OF PRISONERS IN DANGER) MENTIONED IN 
RECENT JACK ANDERSON COLUMN HAVE INDEED TURNED UP 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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DEAD-ALLEGEDLY AS RESULT OF CONFRONTATION WITH 
SECURITY FORCES (SEE SEPTEL). 
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